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estates are squeezed from us, and we now become only to
have the name to be rich ". All these elements of dis-
affection combined to widen the breach between the mon-
archy and the industrial and trading classes.
Richard Baxter's analysis of " the quality of the persons Baxter's
which adhered to the king and to the Parliament " shows that *
economic causes had a conspicuous share in determining the
alignment of parties in the Civil War. He rightly held that
it was " principally the differences about religious matters
that filled up the Parliament's armies ", but the cleavage
between Puritans and non-Puritans reflected, in a degree
which was scarcely a coincidence, a division between con-
flicting economic interests. " A great part of the lords
came to the king. A very great part of the knights and
gentlemen adhered to the king except in [the eastern
counties]. And most of the tenants of these gentlemen
and also most of the poorest of the people did follow the
gentry and were for the king ". On the side of Parliament
were ranged the smaller part of the gentry in most counties,
" and the greatest part of the tradesmen and freeholders,
and the middle sort of men ; especially in those corporations
and counties which depend on clothing and such manu-
factures ". If, proceeds Baxter, " you ask the reasons of
this difference—the reasons which the [Parliament's] party
themselves gave was because (say they) the tradesmen have
a correspondency with London and so are grown to be a far
more intelligent sort of men than the ignorant peasants. And
the freeholders, say they, were not enslaved to their land-
lords as the tenants are. The gentry (say they) are wholly
by their estates and ambition more dependent on the king.
The other side said that the reason was because the gentry
did better understand affairs of state than half-witted trades-
men and freeholders do" x. It is evident that potent
economic influences were at work, though they might be
veiled or unsuspected.
We must not, in fairness, overlook the fact that the
monarchy was gravely handicapped by the absence of
trained   civil   service,  which would have  made it  more problem.
1 Reliquia Baxteriana (1696), i. 30-31.

